
DSC 95, Spring 2025 at UC San Diego

Week 5

Grading



● Grading.

Announcements:

● This week’s homework:
○ Discover the best approach.
○ Host your session and 

submit reflection on 
Gradescope by Friday.

○ Grading practice, also on 
Gradescope. 

Agenda

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1a5ktvngo3mj3-IRTfcNgMkgWl9XrOUJpi34uaDEO6Hs/edit?usp=sharing


Grading
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• A motivator.
• People try harder if it’s graded!
• Theorem: if it’s not due they won’t do it.
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• An indicator to students.
• Whether they got the problem right or wrong.
• Whether they understand the concepts.
• How they are doing, absolutely and relatively.
• What they need to know.

• An indicator to instructors.
• Is teaching working?
• Are students following?
• What do students struggle with?



Questions
● What are all the goals of grading you can think of?

● What issues do you think instructors have about the way tutors grade?
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•



What issues do you think instructors have about the way 
tutors grade?
•



Example 
feedback



Rubric Creation: Pitfalls

• What are some pitfalls to watch out for when developing a rubric or a 
grading script?
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Tips for creating rubrics

• Use positive grading, NOT negative grading.
• Gradescope defaults to negative!

• Break down the solution into major “milestones” or sections.
• Before finalizing your rubric, skim the first ~20 submissions of the 

assignment. Then, create your rubric, and then try it on those first ~20 
submissions to see if it actually works.

• The first rubric item should mention the correct answer.
• Generally, the rubrics should be informative enough for students to 

understand why they lost points.
• When in doubt, check with the instructor – it’s better to check while grading 

than it is to have to regrade 200+ submissions after grading.



Gradescope shortcuts

See here.

https://help.gradescope.com/article/5uxa8ht1a2-instructor-assignment-grade-submissions


Gradescope answer grouping

See here.

https://guides.gradescope.com/hc/en-us/articles/24838908062093-AI-Assisted-Grading-and-Answer-Groups
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I7o0hyhp4WY


Sample rubrics



Handling regrade requests

● What is the process in your educational team for handling regrade requests?
● Why would a student request a regrade?  How should you handle it?



Formative vs. summative assessments

• Grading and rubrics should always be considered in the context of the 
assignment’s purpose.



Exam grading

● How is exam grading different from assignment grading?


